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Abstract

A Perception of old women's 'Old bodies/Sick bodies'

—On the focus of Gyubanggasa—

Jeong, In-sook

The aim of this paper is to examine the perception and its
meaning of old women’'s ‘old bodies’ or ‘sick bodies’ in
Gyubanggasa. Commonly women perceive changes and pain in their
bodies sensitively through their experiences in pregnancy, childbirth,
breast-feeding or hard housework. So it's worthy of notice old
women's bodies in literature.

The first, old women's sick bodies are perceived as a trace of
their tough lives. Their sick bodies are perceived not a natural
biological changes but a result of their tough lives. The second, old
women'’s old bodies are perceived as a loss of beauty. Because old
woman looks at another old women, she pays attention to their
external changes for example their wrinkled faces or gray hairs. The
third, old women'’s old and sick bodies are perceived as a laziness
and shamelessness and ugliness because of their dirty living habits
or greeds about food or disgraceful behaviors.

Old women's sick bodies that they perceive theirselves are serious
problem for them, because their sick bodies take their joys of daily
lives. On the other hand, old woman looks at another old women,
she feels pity and she forms bond of sympathy. Meanwhile, old
women's lazy and shameless and ugly bodies can be read

differently. In the text, old women's strong desire to recognize or
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desire not to be neglected can be found, and old women’s sound
self-esteem also can be found. It’s possible to change analysis from

negative existence to positive existence.

Key words: old age, women, bodies, old bodies, sick bodies, self-esteem
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