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ABSTRACT

Good Death beyond Euthanasia

Kim, Mihye

Major in Philosophy Education
Graduate School of Korea National University of Education

Chung—Buk, KOREA

Advised by Professor Lyou, Jihan, Ph. D.

This paper aims to create a discourse environment where
death is recognized as our own matter and casually talked about,
along with the issues of euthanasia and life—sustaining treatment.
To minimize confusion in the discussion, the concepts related to
euthanasia have been analyzed and organized. Also, the ethical
issues centered on euthanasia and related cases have been
categorized and examined. Based on those, the necessity of
realization that death is directly linked to life itself and the
necessity of death education through reflection on good death have
been pointed out.

The advance in medical technology has enabled the human

being to extend life and to control when to die. This,
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simultaneously, posed a grave question of HOW to die. Currently,
the Korean population is rapidly aging, raising people's awareness of
quality of life and terminal medical treatment. Since "the act on
decisions on life—sustaining treatment" has been effective in
February 2018, more than eighty thousands of people, as of
December 2018, have signed up for "advance statement on
life—sustaining treatment."

However, death is still regarded as a problem, dreadful,
hopefully evitable and wishfully irrelevant to us. In other words, we
fail to accept death as a course of life and set it aside away from
our everyday life. Some people even say that any more discussion
on euthanasia and life—sustaining medical treatment is meaningless
now that the law has been enacted. On the contrary, [ dare say the
discussion should be started again from now on. FEuthanasia is
neither a matter of yes or no, nor of right or wrong. It is a matter
that should receive due consideration of the fundamental meanings
of dignity and life in the specific context of death. When death is
inevitable, we need a culture where we talk about death so that it
can be good death.

The most controversial issues in the discussion of euthanasia
are as follows: Do we have the right to choose death?; Is voluntary
euthanasia ethically permissible?; Is there difference in the concepts
of "commission" and "omission?" An additional issue is whether
voluntary euthanasia is good death in the present medical context
and if not, what other choices do we have?

Hospice and palliative care might be an alternative in that it

can help terminal patients organize their lives rather than just

- 116 -



extend life medically.

Sustained by medical devices, many people encounter their
death in the hospital, unprepared, without proper closure of their
own lives. A good death is the completion of a good life. Seeing the
matter of death from a right point of view requires autonomy where
one takes the full responsibility and control of one's own life. It
also necessitates communal awakening that a death affects not
solely one individual involved but also the whole community the
individual belongs to, and that the course of a death, therefore,
completes only when the family and the community return to
normal, overcoming the grief of loss. Along the line, death education
will help provide young society members with the chance to reflect
on their lives around the matter of death from the early stages of
their lives, and thus help encourage them to foster the virtues of
sharing and considerateness, which will entitle death education the

worth to be involved in moral education.

Key Words : euthanasia, life—sustaining treatment, death with
dignity, self—determination, life, pain, hospice, good

life, good death, death education

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Korea National
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Master of Education in February, 2019.
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